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Independent Auditor's Report on Internal Contro Structure Used in Administering Federal Financial Assistance Programs 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Colnmbia. lx)uisiana I have au(litexl the general puq)ose financial statements of tile District Attorney (11" the Thirly-Seventh Judicial Dislricl, a component unit of the Caldwell Parish Police ,hn'y, as of December 31, 1996, and for the year Ihen ended, and have issued my rcporl lhereon dated January 9, 1997. I conducted my andil in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; (;overnment Auditing Standards, issued by tile Complroller General of tile Unile(I Stales; and Office of Managelnent and Budget Circular A-128, Audits of State attd Local Goverttments. Those standards and OMB Circular A-128 require that I I)lan and perform tile audil to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general puq~ose financial slalenlenls are free of material misstatement. In planning and performing my audil for the year ended December 31, 1996, I considerext the internal control structure of tile District Altorney of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District in order to determine my auditing 1)rocedures for the pnq)ose of expressing my opinion on the general I)Url)ose financial statements of lhe distric! attorney and to repml on tile internal control stnlclure in accordance with OMB Circular A-128. This repro1 addresses my consideration of internal control slrtlcltn'c" policies and pmcexturcs relevaut 1o compliance with requirements applicable to federal financial assistance programs, I have addressed inlernal COlllrol slruclure policies and i)rocedures relevant to my audit of general purpose financial stalemenls in a separate report dated January 9, 1997. The managclnent of the Dishqcl Attorney of the Thirty-Scvenlh Judicial Dish'icl is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal conh'ol structure. In fulfilling this l~esponsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expeclezl benefits and related costs of internal control slruclure policies and proccdurcs. The objectives of all internal control structure are 1o provide management wilh reasonable, but not absolute, assurance thai assets arc safeguarded againsl loss from unaulhorizeJ use or disposition, and that lransactions are execnled in accordance wilh 
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Independent Auditor's Report on Compliance With Ge.eral Requirements Applicable to Federal Financial Assistance Programs 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Columbia. Louisiana I have audiltxl Ihc geaeral paq>ose financial statements of tile Dislricl Attorney of the Thirly-Sevenlh Judicial District, a component unit of the Caldwell Parish Police Jury, as of December 31, 1996, and for the year then ended, and have isstJed my report thereon dalc, d January 9, 1997. 
I have applied procedures to lest Ihe District Attorney of the Thilly-Seventh Judicia District's compliance with the following requirements applicable to its federal fi,ancia assistance programs, which are idenlified in the accompanying Schcxlule of Federa Financial Assistance, for the year ended December 31, 1996: 
Polilical aclivity Civil righls Cash lnanagement Allowable costs/cost plinciples Administrative requirements 

My procedures were limited to lhe applicable procedures descrihed in tile Office of Managemenl and Budget's Compliance Supplement fi," Single Audits o[ State attd Local Gow/Tutletlls. My procedures were substantially less in scope than an audit, the objeclive of which is the expression of an opinion on the Districl Atlorney of the Thirly-Seveath Judicial District's compliance with tile requirements listed in the preceding l~aragraph. Accordingly, I do not express such an opi]fion. 
With respect to the items tested, lhe results of lhosc procedures disclosed no material instances of noncompliance wilh the requirements listt~t in lhe second paragraph of this report. Wilh respect to items not tested, nothing came to my at|ention thai caused me lo believe lhat the Dislricl Attorney of ihe Thirty-Seventh Judicial Dislricl had not complied, in all material respects, with those requirements. 
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Independent Auditor's Report on the Internal Control Strt,ctore 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TIlE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Cohunbia. Louisiana 
I have audiled the general purl3ose financial statements of the Dislricl Attorney of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District, a component refit of Ihe Caldwell Parish Police Jury, as of December 31,1996, and for tl)c year lhen ended, and have issued my report thereon daled January 9, 1997. I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; Govetvtment Auditing Standards, issued by lhe Comptroller General of the United Slates; and the provisions of Office of Managemcnl and Budgel Circular A-128, Audits of State andLocal Govertm~ents. Those standards and OMB Circular A-128 require thai I plan and perform the audit tv obtain reasonable assurance about whether tile general puq'~vse financial statements are free of material misstatement. 
The management of the Dislrict Attorney of tile Thirly-Sevcnth Judicial Dislricl is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control slruchtre. In fulfilling this responsibi|ily, estimates and judgmenls by management are required to assess lhe expected I~nefils and relalezt costs of internal control stnlclure policies and procedures. The ohjeclives of an internal control struclure are to provide management with reasonable, bul nol ahsohlte, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss fi'om unauthorized use or disposilion, and thai transactions are executext in accordance wilh management's aulhorizalion and recordexl properly to permit the prc.paralion of general puq~ose financial slalements in accordance with generally accepled accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal cvntro[ Sll'tlCttlrc, Crl'ors o]" irregularities may fJeverlheless occur ancl not he deteeled. Alsv, prt)jecliol) of any evalualion of tile stmchn'e Iv ft]tt]re periods is slll~iecI lv tile risk Ihal procedt]res may become inadequale because of changes in conditions or thai the efl~clivcncss of Ihc design and operation of policies and procexlures may deteriorate 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Parish of Caldwell, kxmisiana SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS Combining Schextule of Revenues, Exl)endilures and Changes in Fund Balances For Ihe Year Ended December 31, 1996 

RFVENUFS I Ill el'gOVel'n nlenlal revenlleS: Federal grants Slate grants Fees, charges, and comnfissions for services - collection lees Use of inoney and property Total revenues EXPENI)ITURES GenGl'a] goverJ1111enl: CIi rrc, ill: Personal services and relaled benefits Operating services Materials and SUl)plies Inlergovernnlenlal Tolal expenditures EXCESS (l)eficiency) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES OTI1ER FINANCING SOURCES (Uses) Operating transfers in Operating transfers out Total other financil~g sources (uses) EXCESS OF REVENUES AND OTItER SOURCES OVER EXPENDITURES AND OTHER USES I,'UND BAI,ANCES AT BEGINNING OF YEAR I,'UNI) BALANCES AT END OF YEAR 
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Schedule 2 

TITLE WORTHLESS IV-I) ('HE('K FI 1NI) FUND TOI'A 
$55,620 11,540 298 67.458 
19,737 493 
14,817 35.(}47 

$21,823 870 22.693 
26,869 2,864 1.430 
31.163 

32,411 (8,47(I) 
(27,880) (27,880~_ 
4,531 10.950 

9,643 
19,643 
11,173 27.751 $38,924 

$55,620 11,54(I 21,823 1,168 90.151 
46,606 3,357 1,430 14,81_7 66.21(I 
23.941 
19,643 (27,8~ (8,237) 
15,704 38.701 



 

Independent Auditor's Reports on Federal Financial Assistance, Compliance With Laws Regulations, Contracts, and Grants, and Internal Control Structure 
"File following independenl audilor's reporls on tile schedule of federal financial assistance; compli~nce with laws, rcgulalions, contracls, and grants; and on tile intenlal control structure are prcsenlcd in compliance wilh lhe requiremenls of Gow'rnment Auditing Standards, issued by lhc Comptroller General of the Unit~l Stales; Office of Managemenl and Budget Circular A-128, Audits of State attd Local Governments; file Single Audit Act of 1984; and tile Louisiana Governmental Audit (;Itide, issued by the Sociely of Louisiana Cerlified Public Accountants and tile Ixmisiana Legislalive Auditor. 
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Independent Auditor's Report on Supplementary Schedule of Federal Financial Assistance 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TIlE THIRTY- SEVENTH JUDICIAl, DISTRICT Columbia, Louisiana 
I have auditlxl tile general purpose financial statements of file Distric! Attorney of the Thilly-Sevenlh Judicial District, a componenl unit of tile Caldwell Parish Police Jury, as of December 31, 1996, and for the year thc, n endexl, and have issued my report lhereon dated January 9, 1997. These general purpose financial statements arc the responsibility of the District Attorney of lhe Thirly-Sevenlh Judicial Districl's management. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial slalements based on my audit. I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; Government Auditing Standards, issu~xt by tile Comptroller General of file United Slates; and lhe provisions of Office of Management and Budget Circular A-128, Audits of State attdLocal GovelTmtents. Those standards and OMB Circular A-128 require |hat I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance aboul whether tile gelIeral ptlrpose financial slalcinenls are free of material missla|cmcnl. An all(lit includes examining, on a lesl basis, evidence supporting lhe anlotmts and disclosures in the general puq)ose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing tile accounting principles used and significant estimates made by nmnagement, as well as evaluating tile oveFall financial statement presentation. ] believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. My audil was lnade for tile puq)ose of forming an opinion on tile general purpose financial statements of the District Allorney of the Thirly-Sevenlh Judicial District, taken as a whole. The accompanying Schedule of Federal Financial Assislancc is presenled for puq)oses of additional analysis and is not a required part of file general l)uq~Jse fil'Lancial statements. Tile ilfftmnation ill lhal schedule has beert subjecled l~J the auditing procedures applied in tile audit of the general puq)ose financial slalemenls and, in my opinion, is fairly presented in all material respecls in relation m tile general purpose financial statements laken as a whole. 
West Monroe, ixmisiana January 9, 1997 
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TITLE IV-I) I~JNI) 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Parish of Caldwell. Louisiana SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCHEDULES As of and for file Year Ended December 31. 1996 
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

'File Tille IV-D Fund consisls of incentive payments and reimburscmenf granfs from file Louisiana I)eparllnent of Social Services, aufhorized by Act 117 of 1975, to establish family and child support programs compaliblc with Title IV-D of the Social Securify Act. The purpose of the fired is to enlbrce tile supl:,Oll obligation owed by absent parents to their families and children, to locate absenl parents, to establish paternity, and 1o obtain family and child suppoll. 
WORTIILF, SS CItECK FUND 
The Wo]ahless Check Fund consists of fees colleclexl in accordance with Louisiana Revised Slalule 16:15, which provides for a specific fee whenever 111o district attorney's office collects and processes a woJ/hless check. Expenditures fi'om this fired are at the sole discrelion of the district atlomcy and may he used only to defray lhe salaries and expenses of lhe office of the dislrie! a|lorney, bul may not be used to supl~lement the salary of the districl allorney. 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Columbia, Ix~uisiana Independenl Auditor's Reporl oll Col:npliance, etc. Jutle 30. 1996 
This repoll is inlendezl for the infonnalion of the nlanagement of lhe districl attorney's office, 
January 9, 1997 

District Attorney of Ihe Thirty-Seventh Judicial District, and interested state and federal agencies. This is nol which is a mailer of public record. 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCIIEI)ULES 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Columbia, I x~uisiana Independent Auditor's RepoJa on Coml~liance With General Requirements, etc., Deceml~er 31, 1996 
This rel)ort is intended for the information of the District Attorney of the Thifly-Seventh Judicial District, management of the district attorney's office, and inlerested state and federal agencies. This is not intended to limit lhe distribution of this reporl, which is a matter of public record. 
J 

West Monroe. lx)uisiana January 9, 1997 
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Independent Audilor's Report oil Compliance With Specific Requirements Applicable to Nonmajor Federal Financial Assistance Program Transacli(ms 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TttE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Columbia, Louisiana 
] have audited Ihe general puq~ose financial slalemenls of lhe District Attorney of lhc Thirly-Sevenlh Judicial District, a component unit of the Caldwell Parish Police Jury, as of December 31, 1996, and for tire yea]" then ended, and have issued my reporl Illereon dated January 9, 1997. 
In connection with my audit of tire general imrpose financial statements of the Dislricl Attorney of tire Thi]ly-Sevcnlh Judicial I)islricl and wilh my coJ~sideralion of lhe dislricl allorney's conh'ol structure used to adminisler federal financial assislance programs, as required by Office of Management and Budget Circular A-128, Audits of State and Local Gove~Tmwnts, I selected certain lransactions applicable to ils nonmajor federal financial assistance program for the year endexl December 31, 1996. As required by OMB Circular A-128, I have performed auditing procedures lo lest compliance with the requiremenls govenfing types of services allowed, rcporling, matching, and eslablishmenl of support obligations lhat are applicable to those transactions. My procedures were substantially less in scope than a]~ audil, tire objective of which is fire expression of an opinion on tire Dislricl Attorney of the Thirty-Sevenfll Judicial District's compliance with these requirements. Accordingly, I do ]rot express such an opinion. Witl~ re, spez:t to the items tested, the results of (hose procedures disclosed no material inslances of noncompliance with the requirements listed in fire preceding paragraph. With respect to items not tested, irolhi]lg callle to my alle]~tion thai caused mc to believe thai the DislricI Altomey of tire Thirly-Sevenlh Judicial Dish'icl had l~ol co]llplicd, ill all material respecls, with those rcquiremenls. 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Cohunbia, ix~uisiana Independent Auditor's Report on Compliance Wilh Specific Requirenlents, etc., December 31, 1996 
This rept)11 is inlendcd for Ihe infonnalion of lhe nlanagetllent of lhe dish'icl atIorney's office, inlended lo limi! die dislribulion of (his report, 
J 

WosI Mt)nroe, Lotlisialla January 9, 1997 

Districl Altomey of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial I)islrict, and interested slafe and federal agencies. This is nol which is a matter of public record. 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Cohunbia, l-xmisiana Indepclltdcnt Auditor's Repel1 oil Internal COllII'ol Sll'tlCltll'C, I)eceml'~er 31, 1996 
In planning and performing my audit of lhe general I)tH'pose financial statements of the District Attorney of tile Thirly-Sevenlh Judicial District lbr lhe year cndezl December 31,1996, 1 obtained an understanding of tile inlemal conlrol slructure. With respect to the internal control slrucltlre, I oblained an understanding of the design of relcvanl policies and procedures and whether lhey have been placed in operation, and 1 assessed control risk in order to determine my auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the genera{ puq)ose financial slaiements and nol 1o provide an opinion on ',he internal control structure. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. My considen-alion of the internal control stnlcture would not necessarily disclose all mailers in the internal conlrol sl]'tncllul~ thai might be malerial weaknesses trader standalzts established by lhe American Inslitutc of Cmlificd Pttblic Accoullla~lls. A malerial weak~ess is a colldi(ioft in wllich tile desig~l or opera(iotl of one or more of the internal control slructure elelnents does not reduce 1o a relalively low level the risk lhat errc, rs and irregularilies in amounts thal would be matenial ill relation to tile general pm])ose financial slalcmenls being attdited may occur and nol be detected within a timely period by employees in lhe normal course of performing their assigned flmctions. I not'e~ no matters involving tile inlernal control slrtlCtlll'Q arid its operation lhal I consider to be material weak,tosses as defined above. This reporl is intended lbr the information of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District, management of the dislrict attorney's office, and interested state and federal agencies. This is not inlended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a mailer of public record. 
J 

Wcsl Monroe, la.misiana Jmmary 9, 1997 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Columbia, Ixmisiana lndepelldenl Auditor's Reporl on ]nlernal Control Strlucturc, December 31, 1996 
managemenl's authorization and recordc, d properly Io pennil lhe preparalion of general pro'pose financial statements in accordance wilh generally accepled accounting principles, and that federal financial assistance progl~ms are managed in COlnpliance wilh applicable laws and regulalions. Because of inherent limitations in any inlernal conlrol slruclure, errors, irregularities, or inslances of noncompliance may neverlhcless occur and nol be detecled. Also projeclion of any evaluation of the structure to futm'c periods is sub.joel 1o lhe risk thai procedures may beconlc inadequale because of changes in conditions or Ihal tile effecliveness of Ihe design and operation of policies and procedures may detcriorale. 
For tile purpose of this repo11, I have classified the significant inlernal conlrol struclure policies an( procedures used in administering federal financial assistance programs in lhe following categories: 
Accounting applications: Revenues/receipls Expendilu res/disbu rsemenls Budgeling/budgetary reporting General Rexluircmenls: Political activity Civil rights Cash management Allowable cosls/cosl principles Adminislrative rcxluirements Specific Requirements: Types of services allowed Matching Repolling requirements Special requirement - establishment of support obligations Claims for reimbursements lSb.n/OIIlltS claimed or used for malching 
For all of tile internal control structure categories listed above, I obtained an understanding of lhe design of relevanl policies and procedures and determined whether they have been placed in operalion, and I assessed COlllrol risk. During tile year ended December 31, 1996, the District Atlorney of lhe Thirly-Sevcnth Judicial Distric! had no maior fexleml financial assistance programs and expendexl 100 per cenl of its 'tolal federal financial assistance under tile Child Supporl Enforcement Title IV-D nonmajor program. 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Columbia, Louisiana hldel)en(lent Auditor's Report on ]nlcrnal Control Strttcltlrc, December 31, 1996 
I pcrfornled tests of controls, as required by OMB Circular A-128, to evaluate the effectivene, ss of Ihc design and operation of inlernal control sirtieture policies and procedures that ] considered relewmt to preventing or deleetiJlg material noncompliance witl~ specific requirements, general requirements, and I'C~_]llil',eltl'lents govel'llitlg CJailns ~'or a(ivances all(J l'ciln[)l.llselnenls all(J alllounts clailned el+ llse([ f'Ol+ nlatching that are applicat~le to the aforementioned nonmajor l~rogmm. My ploeedtHes were less in scope than would be necessary to rende~" an opinion on these inlernal conlrol struclure policies and procedures. Accordingly, ] do nol express such an opinion. My consideration of the internal control slructure policies and procedures used in administering federal financial assistance would nol necessarily disclose all matters in file inlernal control slnJcture tirol mJgbl constitute malerial weaknesses under standards eslablished by the American Inslitute of Certified Public Accounlants. A material weakness is a repealable condition in which the design or oporalion of one or more of the internal control slruclure elements does not reduce to a relatively low Ic, vel lhe risk thai noncompliance with laws and rcgtflalions thal wotfld be material to a f~leral financial assistance prograln may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in tile normal course of performing lheir assigned ftu':ctions. I noted no matters involving the internal control structure and ils operations that ] considel" |o be inalel'ia] weaknesses as (]efin~l above. 
This report is inlended for "tile infonlmlion of the Dislriel Allorney of 'the Thirly-Seven'th 3udicial Dislricl, managemenl of the dislriet atlomey's office, and inlerested stale and federal agencies. This is not inlended to limit lhe distribution of this reporl, which is a matler of public record. / 
West Mollroe, Lotlisialla January 9, 1997 
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Independent Auditor's Report on Compliance With Laws, Regulations, Contracts and Grants 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Columbia, Louisiana 
I have audilexl tile general 1)t,'pose financial statements of the District Attorney of the Thirly-Sevenlh Judicial District, a component unit of the Caldwell Parish Police Jury, as of December 31, 1996, and for the year then ended, and have issued my report thereon dated January 9, 1997. 
I conductexl my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; Government Auditing Standarclx, issuexl by the Comptroller General of the United Slales; the provisions of Office of Management and Budget Circular A-128, Audits of State and Local Gow, rttments; and the Louisiana GovetTmtental Auclit Guide, issued by the Soeiely of Louisiana Certifi~l Public Accountants and the Ix)uisiana Legislative Auditor. Those standa~zls and the audit guide require thai ] plan and perform the audi| to oblaia reasonable assurance about whelher the general puq~ose financial slaIements are free of material misstatement. 
Compliance with laws, regulations, conlracts, and grants applicable to lhc Dishicl Attorney of the Thilay-Sevef~lh ,ludieial District , is the responsibility of the dislriet altorney's management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance ahou! whelhcr the general fmrpose financial statemenls are free of material misstatement, I i)erformed lesls of the District Atlomey of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial Dislriet's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, comracts, and grants. However, the ol~ieelive of my audit of tile general puq)ose financial statements was not io provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, I do not express such an 
The results of my tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under GovezTmwnt Auditing Standards. 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Parish of C~ldwell, Lonisiana Notes I(~ the Financial Statements (Continued) 
2 Organizations for which tile police jury does not appoint a voting maiorily but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. Because the police jury maintains and operates tile parish courthouse in which the district allot~ley's of~lce is Iocatexl, the district attorney was determ'med ~o be a cottlpotletlt trail oflhe Caldwell Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. Tile accompanying financial statements present information only on the fimds maintained by the district allorney and do not present information on the police jury, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, o1" the other governlnental units that comprise Ihe financial repolling entity. B. FUND ACCOUNTING 
The district attorney uses tirade; and account groups to repoll on financial position and the results of operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial managemenl by segregating transactions related to eelaain government fimctions or activities. 
A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts that comprises its assets, liabilities, fired equity, revenues, and expenditures. An account group, on the olher hand, is a financial repolling device designed to provide accountability lbr cerlain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term debt) that are not recorded in the "rituals" because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. They are concerned only with the measurement of financial position, not wilh the measurement of results of operations. Funds are classified into three categories; governmental, proprietary, and fiduciary. Each category, in Itlrn, is divided into separate "ftmd types". Governmental fimds are used Io account for a government's general activities, where the focus of attention is on the providing of services to the public as opposed to proprietary fimds where the focus of attention is on recovering the cost of providing services to the public or other agencies through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary funds are used to account for assets held lbr others. The district attorney's cun'ent operations require the use of only governmental fimds and are described as follows: 



 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Parish of Caldwell. Ix)uisiana 
General Purpose Financial Statements With Independent Auditor's Repola As of and for lhe Year Endexl December 31, 1996 Wilh Sul)l)lemental Infornlation Schedules 

Independent Auditor's Report 
General Purpose Financial Statements Combined Balance Shecl - All Fund Types and Aceotmt Groups 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Parish of Caldwell, Louisiana COlI[OlllS;. December 31. 1996 
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C~RIlFIED pUBLIC ACCOUNTAN1 

MEMBER AMERICAN NSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOU NT(ANTS 
S~IETV OF LOUI:SlANA CERTIFIED PUE LIC ~CCOU NTANTS PRAC1 ICE LIMITI~D TO GOVERNMENTAL ACCOUNTING, AU])ITING AND FINANCIAL REPOR3"ING 
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Independent Auditor's Report 
HONORABLE DON C. BURNS DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Parish of Caldwell, IxJ[tisiana 
I have auditexl the general purpose financial stalements of tile Dish'ict Atlorncy of lhe Thitly-Seventh Judicial Dislricl, a component unit of lhe Caldwell Parish Police Jury, as of December 31, 1996, and for tile year then ended, as listed in the table of conlenls. These general pro'pose financial stalemenls are tile responsibilily of the Dislric! Attorney of the Thirly-Seventh Judicial Dislricl's managemem. My responsibility is to express an opinion on lhese general puq~ose financial slalcmcnts based on my audit. I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted attditing standards; (;over.me.t Auditi.g St(mdards, issued by the Comptroller General of the Untied Stales; and Office of Management and Budget Circular A-128, Audits o.fState attd Local Governments. Those standards and OMB Circular A-128 require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether Ihe general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatemcnl. An audit includes examining, on a lest basis, evidence supporting the amounls and disclosures in tile general purpose financial sla|ements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating tile overall general puq~ose financial statement presentation. I believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. I. my opinion, the general l)tUposc financial statements rcfcn~t to above present fairly, in all material respects, Ihe financial position of the Dish'icl Allorncy of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District as of December 31, 1996, and the results of operations for the year then ended in confcwmily with generally accepted accounting princiF, les. 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Caldwell Parish, Ixmisiana Independent Auditor's RepoJa, December 31. 1996 
My audit was made for tile puq)ose of forming an opinion oll the general i)uq'~ose financial slatemenls taken as a whole. The SUpl)lemenlal information schedules listed in lhe table of contents are presented for Ihe purpose of addilional analysis and are not a required par', of the general puq)ose financial statements of lhe District Attorney of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial Dislrict. Such information has been subjccfed Io lhe auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general puq)ose financial statemenls alld, in my opinion, is fairly presented in all material respects in relalion to the general puq'~ose financial s|a|elllell[s lake|| as a whole, 
In accordance wilh Governmeltt Auditing Standards and OMB Circular A-128, I have also issued reporls dated January 9, 1997 on lhe Dislricl Attorney of the Thilly-Sevenlh Judicial District's Schedule of Federal Financial Assislance; compliance wilh laws, regulations, contracts, and granls; and my consideralion of the districl attorney's internal control structure. 



GENERAI~ PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (OVERVIEW) 



ASSETS Cash and cash cquivalenls Receivables Due fi'om Tille IV-D Fund TOTAL ASSETS 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAl_. DISTRICT Parish of Caldwell, Ixmisiana SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 
Combining Balance Sheel., December 31, 1996 

IJlABII,IT1ES Liabililies: Accounls payable Due 1o: General Fund Worlhless Check Fund Total liabilities Fund Faluity - fired balances - Illll'eSI31"vod - tm(tcsigtlatcd TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

Schedule 1 

TITI,E WORTHLESS IV-I) CHECK FUND I:UNI) TOTA 
$12,190 9.530 
$21,720 
$2,113 
1,584 2 542 6.239 
15.481 

$36,382 2.542 $48,572 9,53(I 2.542 
$2,113 1,584 2.542 NONE 6,239 $38,924 54,405 



 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Parish of Caldwell, Lcufisiana Notes lo lhe Financial Statements As of and for tile Year Endexl December 31, 1996 
SUMMARY ()F SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
As providezl by Arliele V, Seclion 26 of Ihe D.~uisiana Constilalion of 1974, lhe district attorney has charge of every criminal prosecution by the stale in his district, is the rel)resentative of the stale before lhe grand jury in his district, and is the legal advisor to the grand jury. He performs other duties as provkk~:l by law. Tile dislrict attorney is elected by tile qualified electors of tile judicial dislriel for a term of six years. The judicial district encompasses lhe parish of Caldwell, Ix~uisiana. 
A. REPORTING ENTITY As tile governing authority of the parish, for reporting paq)oses, lhe Caldwell Parish Police Jury is considered a separate financial reporting entity. The financial reporling entity consists of (a) tile primary govermnenl (the police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationship with the primary governmenl are such thai exclusion would cause the reporling entity's financial statements to be misleading or ineomplele. Governmental Accounting Slandards Board (GASB) Slatement No. 14 established criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of tile Caldwell Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a I~lcntial component unit within the reporling entity is financial accountability. Tile GASB has set forth criteria to be considert~l in determining financial aecountabilily. This criteria includes: Appointing a voling majorily of an organization's governing body and 

b 
The ability of the police jury to impose its will on thai organization and/or Tile lX~tenlial for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. 
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I)ISTRICT ATTORNEY OF 3'tiE TIIIRTY-SEVENTII JUI)ICIAL DISTRI(TF Parish of Caldwcll, Louisiana General Purpose Financial Statements With Independent Audilor's Repot/ As of and for lhe Year Ended December 31, 1996 With Supplemental Informalion Schedules 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTIt JUDICIAL DISTRICT Parish of Caldwell, lx~uisiana Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 
General Fund (District Attorney Is Expense) Tile General Fund was established in compliance wilh Louisiana Revised Slatule 15:571.11, which provides that twelve per cent of tile fines collex:tcd and bonds forfeitezl be transmitleA to the district attorney to defi'ay the necessary expenditures of his office. 
Special Revenue Funds 
Special revenue funds are usexl to account for lhe proceeds of specific revenue sources such as federal and state grants and fees for services. Those revenues are legally restricted, either by grant agreement or state law, to expenditures for specifiexl puqgoses such as family and child support programs, and specified expenses of tile district attorney's office. 

GENERAL FIXED ASSETS AND I,ONG-TERM I)EBT Fixezl assets purchased from governmental fimds are accounted for in lhe general fixed assels account group, rather than in tile governlnental flmds. General fixed assets provided by lhe parish police jury are, not recorded in lhe genera| fixed assets account group. Approximalely 61 per cent of fixc~t assets are valued at aelual cost, while the remaining 39 per cenl are valued at eslimated cosl based on file actual cost of like items. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. The districl attorney has no Iong-lenn debl al December 31, 1996. 
D. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 
Tile financial and reporting trealment applied 1o a fired is determined by its measurement focus. All governmenlal funds are accounted for using a currcnl financial l'esoiirces nleastlrelnellt focus. With this ineastlremenl focus, only current assets and current liabilities generally are included on lhe balance sheel. Operaling statements lbr these funds present increases (i.e., reventles and other financing sollrces) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 



DISTRICT ATI'ORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Parish of Caldwell, Lollisialm Nolcs to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
The modified accrual basis of accounting is used for repolling all governmenlal fund lypes. Undtr the modifiexl accrual basis of accotmting, revenues arc recognized when 'susctptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and available). "Measurable" means the amount of lhe transaction call bc determined and "available" means collectible within the currcnl period or soon enough thereafter Io be used to pay liabilities of lilt currcnl period. The district altorney uses file following practices in recognizing and rcporling revenues and txpcnditures: 
Revenues Commissions on fines and bond forfeitures are recorded ill Ille year lhey are collected by lhe parish lax collector. 
Fees froln tile collection of worlhless checks are recorded in tilt year they are collected. Grants are recordexl when the district altornty is entitled to the fimds. Interest income on lime deposits is recordext when the lime deposits have matured and lhe intertst is availablt. Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received. Based on lilt above crileria, conlnlissions Oil fillcS and bond forfcilures, and grants have bccn trealtd as susceptible to accrual. 

Expenditures 
Expenditures arc generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when tile related fired liability is incurred. 

Other Financing Sources (Uses) Sales of fixed assets and transfers bctween fimds lhal are not expected to be repaid are accounted for as other financing sources (uses) and are recognized when the tmderlying events occur. 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Parish of Caldwell, Louisiana Notes lo lhe Financial Statemenls (Conlinued) 
E. BU1)GET PRACTICES 
The proposed budgel, prepared ol1 the modified accrual basis of accounting, is made available for public inspection al least fifteen days prior Io lhe beginning of each fiscal year. Tile budgel is then legally adoptezl by Ihe distriel altorney and amended during Ihe year, as necessary. The budgel is established and controlled by the dislrict altorney at Ihe object level of expendilure. The dislricl atlorney does not utilize encumhrance accounting. Al~propriations lapse at year-end and must be reapproprialexl for the following year lo be expended. All cllanges in lhe budgel lntlst be approved by the district altorney. Formal budgelary inlegration is employed as a lnailagcl|le]lt control device during the year. Budgel~l amounts includezl in the accompanying financial statement include the original adopted budget alnounts and all subsequent amendments. 
CASH AND CASII EQUIVALENTS 
Under slate law, the district attorney may deposit flmds wilhin a fiscal agent bank organized under the laws of the Slate of Ixmisiana, lhe laws of any other stale in the union, or the laws of the Unil~l Slates. Tile district attorney may invest in cerlificales and lime deposits of stale banks organized under Louisiana law and nalional banks having principal offices in I~.misiana. Al December 31, 1996, lhe district attorney has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) lotaling $82,104 follows: Demand deposils Petty cash Time deposits Tota 

$60,563 30 21.511 $82,104 
These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under slale law, these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, must be securexl by federal deposil insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. Deposit balances (bank balances) al December 31, 1996, lolal $84,730, and are fiflly secured by federal deposit insurance. 

-12- 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTtt JUDICIAL DISTRICT Parish of Caldwell, Louisiana Noles to tile Financial Slalenlents (Contillu~l) 
G. VACATION AND SICK I,EAVE 
All employees al'e entitled to two weeks of non-culnulalive vacation leave and seven clays of non-cunmlaiive sick leave each year. Unuse~l vacation and sick leave cannol be carrit~l forward to the succeeding year. At December 31, 1996, there arc no accumulaiexl and vested benefits relating to vacation and sick leave lhat require accrual or disclosure. 

!1. TOTAL C()LUMN ON TIIE BALANCE SItEET 
The Iolal column on the balance sheet is captioned Memorandum Only to indicate thai il is presented only to facilitate financial analysis (overview). Data in this column does not prescnl financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interflmd elilninations have not been made in lhe aggregation of this data. 

RECEIVAI~LI~]S 
The following is a summary of receivables at December 31, 1996 
Inlcrgovernmenlal revenues: Federal - Deparlment of Health and Human Services Slate - Depatamenl of Social Services Commissions on fines and forfeitures ']'olal 
CIIANGES IN GENERAI~ FIXED ASSETS 
A summary of changes in office equipment follows 

Special General Revenue Ftmd Fullds Tola 

$2,474 $2,474 
$8,569 961 $8,569 961 2,474 $12,004 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Parish of Caldwell, Ixmisiana Notes to tile Financial Stalemenls (Continued) 
Balance, January 1, 1996 Additions Deletions Balance at Deceml~er 31. 1996 

4. PF, NSION PLAN 

$70,3(14 651 NONE 

The district attorney and assistant district attorneys of tile Thirly-Seventh Judicial District are members of the lxmisiana District Attorneys Retirement System (System), a cost-sharing, multiple- employer defined benefit pension plan administered by a separate board of trustees. 
Assistant dislrict attorneys who earn, as a minimum, tile amount paid by tile state for assistant district attorneys and arc under tile age of 60 at the time of original employment and all district attorneys are r~luircd to participate in the System. For members who joinexl the System before July 1, 1990, and who elected not to be covered by the new provisions, the following applies: Any member with 23 or more years of creditable service regardless of age lnay retire with a 3 percent benefit reduction for each year below age 55, provid~l that no reduction is applied if the member has 30 or more years of service. Any member with at least 18 years of service may retire at age 55 wilh a 3 percent benefit reduction for each year below age 60. In addition, any member with at least 10 years of service may retire at age 6(I with a 2?, percent benefil reduction for each year retMng below age 62. The retirement benefi! is equal to 3 percent of tile member's average final compensation multiplied by tile number of years of his membership service, not to exceed 100 percent of his average final compensation. For members who joined tile System after July 1, 1990, or who elected to be covercd by the Ilcw provisions tile following applies: Members art; eligible to receive normal retirement benefits if they are age 60 and have 10 years of service credit, are age 55 and have 24 years of service credit, or have 30 years of service crcdil regardless of age. The normal retirement benefit is equal lo 3.5 percent of 'the member's final average coml~,nsalion multiplied by years of membership service. A member is eligible for early retirement if he is age 55 and has 18 years of service credit. Tile early retirement benefit is equal tc, the normal relirement age. Benefits may not exceed 100 percent of average final compensation. Tile System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established or amende*l by stalc statute. Tile system issues all annual publicly availaMe report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to Ihe Ixmisiana District Attorneys Retirement System, 2109 Decatur Street, New Orleans, ixmisiana 70116 2(191, or by calling (504) 947-5551. 14- 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Parish of Caldwell, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
]?lan lnembers are re.quirezl by slate statute to contribute 7.0 per cent of their anmml covered salary and the dislficl altomey is rcquirexl to contribute al an aeluarially determined rate. The current rate is 2.5 per cenl of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the syslem inehlde .2 per cent of lhe ad valorem laxes collected throughotfl 'the state and revenue sharing fun~ts as appropfialecl by 'the legislalure. The conlribution rtxluirements of plan members and the district attorney are established and may be amended by slate statule. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer contribulions are delerlnilled by actuarial vahmlion and arc su/2ject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The district attorney's contributions to the System for the years ending December 31, 1996, 1995, and 1994, were $3,420, $3,792 and $408, respeclively, equal lo Ihe required conlributions for each year. 

5. LITIGATION AND CLAIMS At December 31, 1996, the district attorney is not involved in any litigation, nor is he aware of any unasserled claims. 
EXI'Ie, NIIITURES OF TIlE DISTRICT ATTORNEY NOT INCLUI)F,D IN TIlE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
The acc.x)mpanying financial stalemenls do not include certain expenditures of lhe dislricl attorney paid ou! of the funds of the criminal eoufl, the parish police jury, or directly by lhe stale. 



 

DISTRICT ATI'ORNEY OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Parish of Caldwell, lx'misiana ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 

ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents ReceiwLbles Due fi'om Title ]V-D Fund Office ecluipment TOTAL ASSETS 

C~ombined Balance Sheet. December 31. 1996 

I,IABIIL1TII,;S AND FUND EQUITY Liabilities: Accounts payable l'ayroll wilhholdings Due to: General Fund Worthless Check Fund Total Liabililies Fund Fquily: Inveslmelll in general fixed assets Fund balances - unreserved - undesignaled Total Fund Fxluity TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

GOVERNMENTAL FUNI) TYPE SPE(!IAI. GENERAL REVENUE FUND FUNDS 
ACCOt INT GROUP - GENERAl. FIXF~I) ASSETS 

Stateinenl A 

TOTAl, MEMORANI)UM 
$33,532 2,474 1,584 $48,572 9,530 2.542 $70,955 

82,1(14 12,(1(14 4,126 70.955 

$168 $2,113 91(1 1,584 2.542 
$2,281 91(I 1,584 2.542 1,078 6.239 NONE 7,317 

36.512 54.4(15 $7(I,955 70,955 9(/.917 36.512 54.405 70.955 161.872 
$37,590 $6(I,644 $70,955 $169,189 

The accompanying notes ark an integral parl of this statement 
6 


